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Peter Hammers 
(Traditional, adapted) 
 

Peter pounds with one hammer, [pound one fist] 
One hammer,  
One hammer. 
Peter pounds with one hammer this fine day. 
 

Peter pounds with two hammers, [pound both fists] 
Two hammers,  
Two hammers. 
Peter pounds with two hammers this fine day. 
 

Peter pounds with three hammers, [pound both fists and stamp one foot] 
Three hammers,  
Three hammers.  
Peter pounds with three hammers this fine day. 
 

Peter pounds with four hammers, [pound both fists and stamp both feet] 
Four hammers,  
Four hammers.  
Peter pounds with four hammers this fine day. 
 

Peter pounds with five hammers, [pound both fists, stamp both feet, nod head] 
Five hammers,  
Five hammers.  
Peter pounds with five hammers this fine day. 
 

Peter’s very tired now, [yawn, rub eyes] 
Tired now,  
Tired now.  
Peter’s very tired now. Peter’s asleep. [put head on hands and close eyes] 
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Building Our House 
(Mary Marshall & Sue Eilers) 
Tune:  “Wheels on the Bus” 
 

The backhoe on the lot goes 
Dig, dig, dig, [make digging motions] 
Dig, dig, dig,  
Dig, dig, dig.  
The backhoe on the lot goes 
Dig, dig, dig,  
Building our house. 
 

The cement mixer at the hole goes 
Pour, pour, pour, [make pouring motions] 
Pour, pour, pour, 
Pour, pour, pour. 
The cement mixer at the hole goes 
Pour, pour, pour, 
Building our house. 
 

The saw on the house goes 
Zzzz, zzzz, zzzz, [make sawing motions] 
Zzzz, zzzz, zzzz,  
Zzzz, zzzz, zzzz.  
The saw on the house goes 
Zzzz, zzzz, zzzz,   
Building our house. 
 

The hammer on the house goes 
Bang, bang, bang, [make pounding motions] 
Bang, bang, bang, 
Bang, bang, bang. 
The hammer on the house goes 
Bang, bang, bang,  
Building our house.  
 

The brush on the house goes 
Swish, swish, swish, [pretend to be painting] 
Swish, swish, swish,  
Swish, swish, swish.  
The brush on the house goes 
Swish, swish, swish,  
Building our house. 
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If I Had a Hammer 
(Traditional, adapted by Mary Marshall & Sue Eilers) 
Tune: “If I Had A Hammer” 
 

If I had a hammer, 
I’d hammer in the morning, 
I’d hammer in the evening, 
All over this house. 
I’d hammer the nails in, 
I’d hammer the nails in, 
I’d hammer the nails for you,  
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this house. 
 

If I had a rip saw, 
I’d be sawing in the morning, 
I’d be sawing in the evening, 
All over this house. 
I’d saw the boards up, 
I’d saw the boards up,  
I’d saw the boards for you,  
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this house. 
 

If I had a drill, 
I’d be drilling in the morning, 
I’d be drilling in the evening, 
All over this house. 
I’d be drilling the holes out, 
I’d be drilling the holes out, 
I’d be drilling the holes for you,  
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this house. 

If I had a pipe wrench, 
I’d fix plumbing in the morning, 
I’d fix plumbing in the evening, 
All over this house. 
I’d tighten all the pipes, 
I’d tighten all the pipes, 
I’d tighten pipes for you,  
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this house. 
 

If I had a paint brush, 
I’d be painting in the morning, 
I’d be painting in the evening, 
All over this house. 
I’d be painting the walls blue, 
I’d be painting the walls blue, 
I’d be painting the walls for you,  
My brothers and my sisters 
All over this house. 
 
Use with finger puppets or flannel board. 
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Five Little Nails 
(Phelps/ Finger Tales) 
 

5(4,3,2,1) little nails 
Standing straight and steady. 
Here comes the carpenter 
With a hammer ready! 
Bam! Bam! Bam! [remove one nail] 
 

This may be used with finger puppets or a flannel board. 

Five Little Houses 
(Phelps/ Finger Tales) 
 

One little house 
All alone it stood. 
Then another one was built 
There grows the neighborhood. 
 

Two little houses 
All alone they stood. 
Then another one was built 
There grows the neighborhood. 
 

Three little houses 
All alone they stood. 
Then another one was built 
There grows the neighborhood. 
 

Four little houses 
All alone they stood. 
Then another one was built 
There grows the neighborhood. 
 

Five little houses 
All together they stood. 
On a beautiful street 
In a happy neighborhood. 
 
This may be used with finger puppets or 
a flannel board. 
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My Favorite Machine 
(Piggyback Songs, adapted by Sue Eilers & Mary Marshall) 
Tune: “My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean” 
 

My favorite machine is a back hoe. 
I sure like the way that it works. 
My favorite machine is a back hoe. 
Oh come watch my back hoe work! 
Scoop dirt, scoop dirt, I sure like the way that it works. 
Scoop dirt, scoop dirt, Oh come watch my back hoe at work. 
 

My favorite machine is a dump truck. 
I sure like the way that it works. 
My favorite machine is a dump truck. 
Oh come watch my dump truck work! 
Dump dirt, dump dirt, I sure like the way that it works. 
Dump dirt, dump dirt, Oh come watch my dump truck at work. 
 

My favorite machine is a cement mixer. 
I sure like the way that it works. 
My favorite machine is a cement mixer. 
Oh come watch my cement mixer work! 
Pour cement, pour cement, I sure like the way that it works. 
Pour cement, pour cement, Oh come watch my cement mixer work. 
 

My favorite machine is a fork lift. 
I sure like the way that it works. 
My favorite machine is a fork lift. 
Oh come watch my fork lift work! 
Lift loads, lift loads, I sure like the way that it works. 
Lift loads, lift loads, Oh come watch my fork lift at work. 
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Selected Books on Construction 
Araki, Mie. The Magic Toolbox. San Francisco: Chronicle, 2003. 
Banks, Kate. The Night Worker. New York: Farrar, 2000. 
Barton, Byron. Building a House. New York: Greenwillow, 1981. 
Barton, Byron. Machines at Work. New York: HarperCollins, 1987. 
Burton, Virginia Lee. The Little House. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1969. 
Burton, Virginia Lee. Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel.  
            Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1967. 
Carter, Don. Get to Work, Trucks. Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook, 2002. 
Crum, Shutta. The House in the Meadow.  Morton Grove, IL: Whitman, 2003. 
DuQuette, Keith. The House Book. New York: Putnam, 1999. 
Fleming, Denise. Alphabet Under Construction. New York: Holt, 2002. 
Gliori, Debi. New Big House. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick, 1992. 
Hoban, Tana. Construction Zone. New York: Tupelo, 1999. 
Johnson, Angela. Those Building Men. New York: Blue Sky, 2001. 
Rex, Michael. Who Builds? New York: HarperFestival, 1999. 
Rockwell, Anne. Big Wheels. New York: Walker, 2003. 
Shulman, Lisa. Old MacDonald Had a Woodshop. New York: Putnam, 2002. 
Tarsky, Sue. The Busy Building Book.  New York: Putnam’s, 1998. 
Thermes, Jennifer. When I Was Built.  New York: Holt, 2001. 
Wells, Rosemary. The House in the Mail. New York: Viking, 2002. 
 

Puppets, Puzzles, & Music 
Backhoe Puzzle 
Circle of Friends CD (Parachute Express) 
Construction Worker Puppet 
Magnetic Construction Site Game Puzzle 
Piggyback Songs CD 
Sing Along Stew CD (Linda Arnold) 
Tools Puzzle (9 pieces) 
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Teacher Resources 
 

1001 Rhymes and Fingerplays for Working with Young Children.  
            Everett, WA: Warren, 1994. 
A to Z Kids Stuff. www.atozkidsstuff.com. 
Best of the Mailbox Songs, Poems, and Fingerplays.  
            Greensboro, NC: Education Center, n.d. 
Briggs, Diane. 101 Fingerplays, Stories and Songs to Use with Finger Puppets. 
            Chicago: ALA, 1999. 
Charner, Kathy. The Giant Encyclopedia of Circle Time and Group Activities for Children 3 to 6. 
            Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House, 1996. 
Charner, Kathy. The Giant Encyclopedia of Theme Activities for Children 2 to 5. 
            Mt. Rainier, MD: Gryphon House, 1993. 
Cooper, Kay. Too Many Rabbits and Other Fingerplays about Animals, Nature, Weather, and the Universe. 
            New York: Scholastic, 1995. 
Forte, Imogene. [Month] Patterns, Projects & Plans Series [by Month].  
            Nashville, TN: Incentive, 1990. 
Irving, Jan and Robin Currie. Raising the Roof.   
            Englewood, CO: Teacher Ideas Press, 1991. 
Lohnes, Marilyn. Finger Folk. Fort Atkinson, WI: Alleyside, 1999. 
The Mailbox [magazine] 
McKinnon, Elizabeth. Busy Bees Fall.  
            Everett, WA: Warren, 1994 [also, Spring, Summer, Winter]. 
Patti’s Preschool Resources. www.geocities.com/soogal99/index.html. 
Phelps, Joan Hilyer.  Finger Tales.  Fort Atkinson, WI:  Upstart, 2002. 
Raines, Shirley and Robert Canady. Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S.  
            Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House, 1989. 
Ring A Ring O’Roses. 10th ed. Flint, MI: Flint Public Library, 1996.  
Schiller, Pam and Thomas Moore.  Where Is Thumbkin?   
            Mt. Rainier, MD:  Gryphon House, 1993. 
Silberg, Jackie. 300 Three Minute Games. Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House, 1997.   
Stetson, Emily and Vicky Congdon.  Little Hands Fingerplays & Action Songs.   
            Charlotte, VT: Williamson, 2001. 
Totten, Kathryn. Seasonal Storytime Crafts. Fort Atkinson, WI: Upstart, 2002. 
Warren, Jean. Animal Piggyback Songs. Everett, WA: Warren, 1990. 
Warren, Jean.  The Best of Totline.  Torrance, CA: Totline, 1995. 
Warren, Jean. More Piggyback Songs. Everett, WA: Warren, 1995. 
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Story Totes 
Animals for All Seasons [seasons & different animals] 

“B” Is for Building [building & construction machines] 
Beautiful Babies [big brothers, big sisters, & new babies] 

Billions of Bugs [all kinds of insects] 
Birthday Bonanza [celebrating birthdays] 

Bunches of Bears [teddy bears & real bears] 
Cool Cats & Cuddly Kittens [cats & kittens] 

Dazzling Dinosaurs [dinosaurs] 
Fabulous Food [food and eating] 

Fascinating Families [all types of families & their members] 
Fun on the Farm [farms & farm animals] 
Helpers & Heroes [community helpers] 

Monster Mania [monsters] 
Pooches by the Pound [dogs & puppies] 

Preschoolers Pretend [imagination & play] 
Rainbows & Stars [colors & shapes] 

Sensational Seasons [the four seasons] 
Sing a Song of Sixpence [music & rhyme] 

Spectacular Sea Stories [ocean & sea creatures] 
Trips Around Town [places to visit] 

Wacky Weather [all types of weather] 
Wonderful World of Wheels [transportation] 

Zoo-rific [zoos & zoo animals] 

Two Friendship Plaza, Addison, IL 60101 
630.458.3338 www.addisonlibrary.org 
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