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Oh, Do You Have the Bumble Bee? 
(Mary Marshall) 
Tune: “Muffin Man” 
 

Oh, do you have the bumble bee, the bumble bee, the bumble bee? 
Oh, if you have the bumble bee,  
Just wave it in the air. 
 

Oh, do you have the lady bug, the lady bug, the lady bug? 
Oh, if you have the lady bug,  
Just wave it in the air. 
 

Oh, do you have the butterfly, the butterfly, the butterfly? 
Oh, if you have the butterfly, 
Just wave it in the air. 
 

Give children a puppet or picture of the insect to wave in the air.   
Change verses for each insect. 

The Beehive 
(traditional) 
 

Here is the beehive. [make a fist] 
Where are the bees? 
Hidden inside where nobody sees. 
Soon they come buzzing out of the hive. [slowly open fist] 
One, two, three, four, five. [count fingers] 

Flutter, Flutter, Butterfly 
(McKinnon/ Busy Bees Spring) 
Tune: “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star” 
 

Flutter, flutter, butterfly, 
Floating in the summer sky. 
Floating by for all to see. 
Floating by so merrily. 
Flutter, flutter, butterfly. 
Floating in the summer sky. 
 

Give children butterfly finger puppets  
or paper butterflies to use  
to dance around to the music. 
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The Buggy Pokey 
(Mary Marshall & Sue Eilers) 
Tune:  “Hokey Pokey” 
 

You put your tiny wing in, you put your tiny wing out, 
You put your tiny wing in, and you shake it all about. 
You do the Buggy Pokey and you turn yourself around, 
That’s what it’s all about.  
 

You put your antennae in, you put your antennae out, 
You put your antennae in, and you shake them all about. 
You do the Buggy Pokey and you turn yourself around, 
That’s what it’s all about.  
 

You put your long stinger in, you put your long stinger out, 
You put your long stinger in, and you shake it all about. 
You do the Buggy Pokey and you turn yourself around, 
That’s what it’s all about.  
 

You put your buggy self in, you put your buggy self out, 
You put your buggy self in, and you shake yourself about. 
You do the Buggy Pokey and you turn yourself around, 
That’s what it’s all about.  
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The Ants Go Marching 
(Traditional) 
 

The ants go marching one by one, 
Hurrah, hurrah. 
The ants go marching one by one, 
Hurrah, hurrah. 
The ants go marching one by one, 
The little one stopped to suck this thumb, 
And they all go marching down, 
In the ground, to get out of the rain, 
BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 

Additional verses: 
Two … tie his shoe 
Three … climb a tree 
Four … shut the door 
Five … take a dive 
Six … pick up sticks 
Seven … pray to heaven 
Eight … shut the gate 
Nine … check the time 
Ten … say “The End!” 

The Caterpillar 
(Ring A Ring O’Roses) 
 

A caterpillar crawled to the top of a tree.  
            [index finger of left hand moves up right arm in crawling motion] 
“I think I’ll take a nap,” said he. 
So, under a leaf he began to creep.  
            [wrap right hand over left fist] 
To spin his cocoon, and he fell asleep. 
All winter he slept in his cocoon bed,  
            [keep right hand closed over left fist] 
‘Till spring came along one day, and said, 
“Wake up, wake up, little sleepyhead. [shake left fist with right hand] 
Wake up, it’s time to get out of bed.” 
So, he opened his eyes that sun shiny day. [spread fingers and look into hand] 
Lo! He was a butterfly, and flew away! [move hand in flying motion] 
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Little Miss Ladybug 
(Stetson/ Little Hands Fingerplays & Action Songs) 
 

Little Miss Ladybug, sitting on a tree,  
            [spread out arms like a tree] 
She flew down and landed on my knee.  
            [tap knee] 
She asked me if I wanted to play,  
            [move index finger to show “come here” and tilt head to side] 
But I said “no,” so she flew away.  
            [shake head and flutter fingers away] 

How Many Ladybugs?  

(Franco/ 201 Thematic Riddle Poems)  

(5, 4, 3, 2, 1) little ladybugs 
Pretty as can be. 
(5, 4, 3, 2, 1) flew down and 
Landed on me. 
How many ladybugs left in the tree? 

In the Tall, Tall Grass 
(Best of Mailbox Songs, Poems, and Fingerplays, adapted by Mary Marshall) 
Tune: “The Wheels on the Bus” 
 

The caterpillar at lunch goes 
Crunch, munch, crunch, [make eating motions] 
Crunch, munch, crunch. 
Crunch, munch, crunch. 
The caterpillar at lunch goes 
Crunch, munch, crunch, 
In the tall, tall grass. 
 

The bees from the hive go 
Buzz, buzz, buzz, [make buzzing noises] 
Buzz, buzz, buzz. 
Buzz, buzz, buzz. 
The bees from the hive go 
Buzz, buzz, buzz 
In the tall, tall grass. 
 

Additional verses: 
The ants march along and march, march, march, [make marching movements] 
The bugs spread wings and they fly, fly, fly, [make flying motions with arms] 



66  

Five Pretty Butterflies 
(Lohnes/ Finger Folk) 
 

Five pretty butterflies, watch them float and soar. 
One stopped to have a drink, then there were just four. 
 

Four pretty butterflies, gliding ‘round the trees. 
One stopped to rest a bit, then there were just three. 
 

Three pretty butterflies look for morning dew. 
One stopped for nectar sweet, then there were just two. 
 

Two pretty butterflies, out to have some fun. 
One flew away and hid, then there was just one. 
 

One pretty butterfly, missing all his friends 
Flew away to find them, and that’s how this rhyme ends. 
 

Use with finger puppets or flannel board. 

Five Little Ladybugs...  
(A to Z Kids Stuff) 
 

Five little ladybugs climbing up a door, 
One flew away then there were four.  
Four little ladybugs sitting on a tree,  
One flew away then there were three.  
Three little ladybugs landed on a shoe,  
One flew away then there were two.  
Two little ladybugs looking for some fun, 
One flew away and then there was one.  
One little ladybug sitting in the sun,  
She flew away and then there were none. 
 

Use with finger puppets or flannel board.  
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 The Insect Song 
(Best of Mailbox Songs, Poems, and Fingerplays, adapted) 
Tune” Three Blind Mice” 
 

Buzz, buzz, buzz. 
Bumblebees buzz. 
Buzz over here. [move to side] 
Buzz over there. [move to other side] 
They buzz up high and they buzz down low.  
            [reach high and then bend low] 
Around and around and around they go.  
            [turn in circle] 
They buzz-buzz fast, and they buzz-buzz slow.  
            [step in place quickly and then slowly] 
Oh, bumblebees buzz.  
 

Fly, fly, fly. 
Ladybugs fly. 
Fly over here. [move to side] 
Fly over there. [move to other side] 
They fly up high and they fly down low.  
            [reach high and then bend low] 
Around and around and around they go.  
            [turn in circle] 
They fly fast, and they fly slow.  
            [step in place quickly and then slowly] 
Oh, ladybugs fly.  
 

Flit, flit, flit. 
Butterflies flit. 
Flit over here. [move to side] 
Flit over there. [move to other side] 
They flit up high and they flit down low.  
            [reach high and then bend low] 
Around and around and around they go.  
            [turn in circle] 
They flit fast, and they flit slow.  
            [step in place quickly and then slowly] 
Oh, butterflies flit.  
 

This can also be done with finger puppets. 
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How many spots are on each ladybug? 
Which ladybugs are the same?  
Which has the most spots? The fewest? 
How many ladybugs are there? 



99  

Selected Books on Insects 
Bono, Mary. Ugh! A Bug. New York: Walker, 2001. 
Brown, Ruth.  Ladybug, Ladybug.  New York: Dutton, 1988. 
Carle, Eric.  The Very Lonely Firefly. New York: Philomel, 1995. 
Carle, Eric. The Very Quiet Cricket.  New York: Philomel, 1990. 
Charles, Donald. Ugly Bug. New York: Dial, 1994. 
Dobkin, Bonnie. The Great Bug Hunt.  Chicago: Childrens, 1993. 
Egielski, Richard. Buz. New York: HarperCollins, 1995. 
Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Bubba and Trixie. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997. 
Finn, Isobel. The Very Lazy Ladybug. Wilton, CT: Tiger, 2001. 
Ford, Miela. My Day in the Garden. New York: Greenwillow, 1999. 
McKelvey, Douglas. Locust Pocus. New York: Philomel, 2001. 
Murphy, Mary. Caterpillar’s Wish. New York: DK, 1999. 
O’Malley, Kevin. Little Buggy. San Diego: Harcourt, 2002. 
Rockwell, Anne. Bumblebee, Bumblebee, Do You Know Me?  
            New York: HarperCollins,  1999. 
Shields, Carol Diggory. The Bugliest Bug. Cambridge, MA; Candlewick, 2002. 
Sturges, Philemon.  What’s That Sound, Woolly Bear? Boston: Little, Brown, 1996. 
West, Colin.  “Buzz, Buzz, Buzz,” Went Bumblebee. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick, 1996. 
 

Puppets, Puzzles, & Music 
Ant Puppet 
Bee in Flower Puppet 
Birds, Beasts, Bugs & Fishes CD (Pete Seeger) 
A Bug’s Life CD (Disney) 
Butterfly Puzzle (31 pieces) 
Don’t Sit on a Cactus CD (Joel Frankel) 
Firefly Puppet 
Grasshopper Puppet 
Ladybug Puppet 
Magnetic Bug Collecting Game Puzzle (11 pieces) 
Wooley Booley (Caterpillar) Puppet 
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Teacher Resources 
1001 Rhymes and Fingerplays for Working with Young Children.  
            Everett, WA: Warren, 1994. 
A to Z Kids Stuff. www.atozkidsstuff.com. 
Best of the Mailbox Songs, Poems, and Fingerplays.  
            Greensboro, NC: Education Center, n.d. 
Briggs, Diane. 101 Fingerplays, Stories and Songs to Use with Finger Puppets. 
            Chicago: ALA, 1999. 
Charner, Kathy. The Giant Encyclopedia of Circle Time and Group Activities for Children 3 to 6. 
            Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House, 1996. 
Charner, Kathy. The Giant Encyclopedia of Theme Activities for Children 2 to 5. 
            Mt. Rainier, MD: Gryphon House, 1993. 
Cooper, Kay. Too Many Rabbits and Other Fingerplays about Animals, Nature, Weather, and the Universe. 
            New York: Scholastic, 1995. 
Forte, Imogene. [Month] Patterns, Projects & Plans Series [by Month].  
            Nashville, TN: Incentive, 1990. 
Franco, Betsy.  201 Thematic Riddle Poems to Build Literacy.  
            New York: Scholastic, 2000. 
Lohnes, Marilyn. Finger Folk. Fort Atkinson, WI: Alleyside, 1999. 
The Mailbox [magazine] 
McKinnon, Elizabeth. Busy Bees Fall.  
            Everett, WA: Warren, 1994 [also, Spring, Summer, Winter]. 
Patti’s Preschool Resources. www.geocities.com/soogal99/index.html. 
Phelps, Joan Hilyer.  Finger Tales.  Fort Atkinson, WI:  Upstart, 2002. 
Raines, Shirley and Robert Canady. Story S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-R-S.  
            Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House, 1989. 
Ring A Ring O’Roses. 10th ed. Flint, MI: Flint Public Library, 1996.  
Schiller, Pam and Thomas Moore.  Where Is Thumbkin?   
            Mt. Rainier, MD:  Gryphon House, 1993. 
Silberg, Jackie. 300 Three Minute Games. Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House, 1997.   
Stetson, Emily and Vicky Congdon.  Little Hands Fingerplays & Action Songs.   
            Charlotte, VT: Williamson, 2001. 
Totten, Kathryn. Seasonal Storytime Crafts. Fort Atkinson, WI: Upstart, 2002. 
Warren, Jean. Animal Piggyback Songs. Everett, WA: Warren, 1990. 
Warren, Jean.  The Best of Totline.  Torrance, CA: Totline, 1995. 
Warren, Jean. More Piggyback Songs. Everett, WA: Warren, 1995. 
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Story Totes 
Animals for All Seasons [seasons & different animals] 

“B” Is for Building [building & construction machines] 
Beautiful Babies [big brothers, big sisters, & new babies] 

Billions of Bugs [all kinds of insects] 
Birthday Bonanza [celebrating birthdays] 

Bunches of Bears [teddy bears & real bears] 
Cool Cats & Cuddly Kittens [cats & kittens] 

Dazzling Dinosaurs [dinosaurs] 
Fabulous Food [food and eating] 

Fascinating Families [all types of families & their members] 
Fun on the Farm [farms & farm animals] 
Helpers & Heroes [community helpers] 

Monster Mania [monsters] 
Pooches by the Pound [dogs & puppies] 

Preschoolers Pretend [imagination & play] 
Rainbows & Stars [colors & shapes] 

Sensational Seasons [the four seasons] 
Sing a Song of Sixpence [music & rhyme] 

Spectacular Sea Stories [ocean & sea creatures] 
Trips Around Town [places to visit] 

Wacky Weather [all types of weather] 
Wonderful World of Wheels [transportation] 

Zoo-rific [zoos & zoo animals] 

Two Friendship Plaza, Addison, IL 60101 
630.458.3338 www.addisonlibrary.org 
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